
ALGORITHM FOR THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF 
UNCOMPLICATED MALARIA 

 
Where Microscopy Result is Available within 24 Hours 

   
 

  

Clinically suspected malaria case 
   

 
  

Take slide for microscopy 
  

 
   

P. vivax 
CQ 3 days + 
PQ 14 days* 

 P. falciparum
ACT 3 day + 
PQ single 
dose on day 
2*  

 
 
 

 Negative 
Needs further 
evaluation** 

Where Microscopy Result is Not Available within 24 Hours 
      
  Clinical suspected malaria case 

 
              Perform RDT 
  

 
    

RDT for Pf, also prepare blood smear 
 

 RDT for Pf and Pv 

      
Pf  RDT 
positive 
ACT 3 days 
+  
PQ single 
dose on 
day 2*  

Pf  RDT negative 
Send blood slide to laboratory  
Give CQ for 3 days, and await 
microscopy result. 
 
Microscopy result 
 Positive for Pv: PQ for 14 days*  
 Positive for Pf: ACT 3 days + PQ 

single dose on day 2* 

Combo RDT 
 Positive: Treat 

according to 
species 

 Negative: Needs 
further 
evaluation** 

  
*Primaquine is contraindicated in G6PD-deficient patients, infants and pregnant women. 
**Look for other causes of fever; repeat blood slide examination after an appropriate interval. 
Pf : P. falciparum; Pv: P.  vivax; PQ: Primaquine; CQ: Chloroquine 
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